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Economics 816: Topics in Advanced Microeconomic Theory

Overview. This is an advanced course in microeconomic theory, with a main focus on
auction theory and the theory of implementation in general equilibrium. This course is
intended for students who are interested in theory or who want a good theory background
to do applied work. The course will cover a combination of standard results on
mechanism design and implementation, and some other research topics in microeconomic
theory.

Textbook. The lectures on auction theory will draw materials mainly from Paul
Milgrom’s auction textbook, Putting Auction Theory to Work (Cambridge University
Press, 2004), which gives a unified and elegant treatment to auction theory.

Grading. Your course grade will be based on several homework assignments (50%) and
one presentation (50%).
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